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TABLE—ISOTHERMAL COOKING SYSTEM OPERATIONAL VALUES

Parameter Instrument
No. Limit Units

Digester Dilution Factor ................................................................................................................................... K1DILFAC > 0.0 None.
Difference in Digester Vapor Zone Temperature and Digester Extraction Header Temperature ................... 03TI0311

03TI0329
< 10 Degrees F.

(iii) The owner or operator shall
certify annually the operational status of
the isothermal cooking system.

(4) [Reserved]
(5) Definitions. All descriptions and

references to equipment and emission
unit ID numbers refer to equipment at
the Site. All terms used in this
paragraph shall have the meaning given
them in this part and this paragraph. For
the purposes of this paragraph only the
following additional definitions apply.

Boilout tank means the tank that
provides tank storage capacity for
recovery of black liquor spills and
evaporator water washes for return to
the evaporators (emission unit ID no.
U606);

Brownstock diffusion washer means
the equipment used to wash pulp from
the surge chests to further reduce lignin
carryover in the pulp;

Continuous digester means the
digester system used to chemically and
thermally remove the lignin binding the
wood chips to produce individual pulp
fibers (emission unit ID no. P300);

Fifty percent solids black liquor
storage tank means the tank used to
store intermediate black liquor prior to
final evaporation in the 1A, 1B, and 1C
Concentrators (emission unit ID no.
U605);

First stage brownstock diffusion
washer means the equipment that
receives and stores filtrate from the first
stage of washing for return to the
pressure diffusion washer;

Isothermal cooking system means the
1995–1996 modernization of
brownstock pulping process including
conversion of the Kamyr continuous
vapor phase digester to an extended
delignification unit and changes in the
knotting, screening, and oxygen stage
systems.

NaSH storage tank means the tank
used to store sodium hydrosulfite
solution prior to use as make-up to the
liquor system.;

North sixty-seven percent solids black
liquor storage tank means one of two
tanks used to store black liquor prior to
burning in the Recovery Boiler for
chemical recovery (emission unit ID no.
U501);

Precipitator make down tank numbers
one, two and three mean tanks used to
mix collected particulate from

electrostatic precipitator chamber
number one with 67% black liquor for
recycle to chemical recovery in the
Recovery Boiler (emission unit ID nos.
U504, U505 and U506);

Salt cake mix tank means the tank
used to mix collected particulate from
economizer hoppers with black liquor
for recycle to chemical recovery in the
Recovery Boiler (emission unit ID no.
U503);

South sixty-seven percent solids black
liquor storage tank means one of two
tanks used to store black liquor prior to
burning in the Recovery Boiler for
chemical recovery (emission unit ID no.
U502);

Utility tank means the tank used to
store fifty percent liquor and, during
black liquor tank inspections and
repairs, to serve as a backup liquor
storage tank (emission unit ID no.
U611);

Weak gas system means high volume,
low concentration or HVLC system as
defined in § 63.441; and

Weak liquor storage tank means the
tank that provide surge capacity for
weak black liquor from digesting prior
to feed to multiple effect evaporators
(emission unit ID no. U610).

(a) [Reserved]
[FR Doc. 01–7519 Filed 3–27–01; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard’s Marine
Safety and Environmental Protection
Directorate and the Minerals
Management Service (MMS), will jointly
hold a public listening session. This
listening session is in response to the
marine industry’s concerns regarding
the standards and regulations applicable
to the operation of Floating Production,

Storage and Offloading (FPSO) units in
the Gulf of Mexico. This listening
session is being held to collect
comments on design, construction,
operating and safety standards or
regulations for FPSOs and any possible
need to clarify standards or enforcement
policy regarding these safety standards.
We encourage interested parties to
attend the meeting and submit
comments for discussion during the
meeting. We also seek written
comments from any party who is unable
to attend the meeting.
DATES: Public Meeting: We will hold the
meeting on Thursday, 3 May 2001, from
2 to 5 p.m.

Written Comments: Comments and
related material must reach the Docket
Management Facility on or before 25
April, 2001. The Docket Management
Facility must receive your comments on
or before 25 April 2001.
ADDRESSES: Public Meeting: We will
hold the meeting at the Sheraton North
Houston Hotel’s Amphitheater, at
George Bush International Airport,
15700 John F. Kennedy Blvd, Houston
Texas.

Written Comments: To make sure that
your comments and related material are
not entered more than once in the
docket, please submit them by only one
of the following means:

(1) By mail to the Docket Management
Facility (USCG–2001–9173), U.S.
Department of Transportation, room PL–
401, 400 Seventh Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20590–0001.

(2) By delivery to room PL–401 on the
Plaza level of the Nassif Building, 400
Seventh Street SW., Washington, DC,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
The telephone number is 202–366–
9329.

(3) By Internet to http://dms.dot.gov.
(4) By Fax to the Docket Management

Facility: 202–493–2251.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information concerning this notice or
the public meeting, contact Lieutenant
Commander Russell Proctor, Vessel
Compliance Division (G–MOC–2), U.S.
Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590,
telephone 202–267–0499. For questions
on viewing or submitting material to the
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docket contact Dorothy Beard, Chief,
Dockets, Department of Transportation,
telephone 202–366–5149.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

How Do I Participate in This Action?

The Coast Guard encourages you to
participate by submitting comments and
related material, and by attending the
public meeting. If you submit written
comments, please include—

• Your name and address;
• The docket number for this notice

(USCG–2001–9173);
• The specific section of this notice to

which each comment applies; and
• The reason for each comment.
You may mail, deliver, fax, or

electronically submit your comments
and attachments to the Docket
Management Facility, using an address
or fax number listed in the ADDRESSES
section of this notice. Please do not
submit the same comment or attachment
by more than one method. If you mail
or deliver your comments, they must be
on 81⁄2 by 11 inch paper and the quality
of the copy should be clear enough for
copying and scanning. If you mail your
comments, and you would like to know
if the Docket Management Facility
received them, please enclose a
stamped, self-addressed postcard or
envelope. We will consider all
comments and material received during
the comment period.

How Can I Get Additional Information,
Including Copies of This Notice or
Other Related Documents?

The Docket Management Facility
maintains the public docket for this
notice. The docket number for this
notice is USCG–2001–9173. Comments,
and other documents related to this
notice will become part of this docket
and will be available for inspection or
copying as follows:

• In person: You may access the
docket in room PL–401, on the Plaza
Level of the Nassif Building at the same
address, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The facility is
closed on Federal holidays.

• Electronically: You may access the
docket on the Internet at http://
dms.dot.gov.

Where Can I Get Information on
Service for Individuals With
Disabilities?

To obtain information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities
or to request that we provide special
assistance at the public meeting, please
contact Lieutenant Commander Russell
Proctor as soon as possible. You will
find his address and phone number in

the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section of this notice.

Why Is the Coast Guard Holding This
Public Meeting?

This meeting is in response to
requests for information and direction
from the oil industry on the regulations
and policies the Coast Guard and MMS
will jointly use to inspect and oversee
the safety regimen for FPSO operation
and lightering in the Gulf of Mexico
(GOM). No direct request was received
by either agency to have this meeting,
but interest in these operations is
building due to recent oil exploration
finds in the deepwater sectors of the
GOM. There have been numerous
requests for information, seeking
specifics as to the applicability of
existing federal standards and
enforcement policy, as well as
suggestions regarding various practices
that should be incorporated in the
further development of deep water oil
and gas projects in the GOM. Prior to
finalizing policy in this arena we would
like to take an opportunity to hear and
collect information from all interested
parties. The Coast Guard and MMS are
coming to the meeting, not to discuss
issues or actions, but to listen to
industry and public concerns about
which safety and operation standards
should be used for this new oil
production technology within the GOM.
If indicators are received from this
listening session and written comments
that regulations or standards need to be
developed for FPSO operations in the
GOM, the Coast Guard will open a
rulemaking to address these issues.

What Issues Should I Discuss at the
Meeting or Address in Written
Comments?

The public meeting on 3 May, 2001,
will provide a forum for members of the
public and industry to discuss FPSO
operation in the GOM. You can discuss
or comment on any ideas or issues you
have in this area of deepwater oil
production, use of FPSOs in the GOM,
shuttling of produced oil from
deepwater operations, and industry or
regulatory standards that would be
applicable to these operations. Specific
questions that the Coast Guard and
MMS have and would like to see
answered in the written or verbal
comments are:

1. Is the industry seeking to use U.S.
or foreign-flagged FPSOs in deepwater
operations in the GOM?

2. What type of ships or pipelines will
be used to transfer the produced oil to
U.S. Gulf Ports?

3. What are the three most significant
regulatory barriers to resolve before

FPSO applications are received for
review and approval?

4. What types of standards are being
used to design and equip FPSOs for the
GOM, in the way of:

• Turret units and turrets locations
onboard the unit;

• Crude Oil Washing systems;
• Double hull construction;
• Wave plates or sea walls;
• Inert gas systems;
• Anchoring systems;
• Lifesaving equipment;
• Oil spill response equipment; and
• Safety management systems?
5. What standards should be used for

the manning and certification of
personnel completing the drilling or
lightering operations on FPSOs?

6. USCG lightering regulations are
contained in Title 33, Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), part 156—Subpart B,
with additional GOM specific lightering
zone regulations in 33 CFR 156–Subpart
C. Are additional regulations or
standards required to address FPSO
cargo transfer operations in deepwater
activities of the GOM?

7. What standards should be used for
the development of operation
requirements (operations manual) for an
FPSO lightering to shuttle vessels?

8. Should safety zones be established
around FPSO operations, similar to
those for fixed OCS facilities or the
Louisiana Offshore Oil Port?

9. Should lightering operations at a
FPSO, require a standby vessel(s), and
when?

10. Deepwater response logistics, such
as environmental or medical, present
increasing challenges. What ‘‘first
response’ offsets are contemplated to
minimize the potential of aggravating
emergency situations?

11. What types of standards are being
used to design and equip shuttle tankers
or articulated tug-barge units for offload
of FPSOs, in the way of:

• Oil lightering systems;
• Positioning systems; and
• Emergency break-aways from

transfer hoses during lightering
operations.

Interested parties who cannot attend
the meeting are strongly encouraged to
submit issues to the docket for
discussion at the public meeting prior to
25 April, 2001.

What Is the Agenda for the Public
Meeting?

The agenda for the meeting on May 3,
2001, is as follows:

• Introduction and Overview of
meeting rules;

• Presentation and discussion of areas
of concern, standards that are already in
place;
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• Presentation of written statements
or comments submitted to the docket
prior to the meeting;

• Listening session, verbal comments
presented by attending members of the
public and industry; and

• Closing statements and expected
next steps by the Coast Guard and MMS.

Dated: March 19, 2001.
Howard H. Hime,
Acting, Director of Standards.
[FR Doc. 01–7319 Filed 3–26–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 600
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Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
General Provisions for Domestic
Fisheries; Application for Exempted
Fishing Permits (EFPs)

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notification of a proposal for
EFPs to conduct experimental fishing;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
Administrator, Northeast Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator), has made a
preliminary determination to issue an
EFP that would allow six vessels to
conduct fishing operations otherwise
restricted by the regulations governing
the fisheries of the northeastern United
States. The Maine Department of Marine
Resources (Maine DMR) has submitted
an application for the issuance of EFPs
to six commercial longline and tub trawl
vessels. The EFPs would allow six
federally permitted vessels to fish for
and possess Atlantic halibut
(Hippoglossus hippoglossus) within a
portion of the Gulf of Maine/Georges
Bank Regulated Mesh Area in excess of
the possession limit. The EFP would
also authorize these vessels to land
legal-sized Atlantic halibut for
commercial sale in excess of the landing
limit. The purpose of the experiment is
to continue the collection of data on the
distribution, relative abundance,
migration, stock definition, mortality
rates, stock size, yield, and other
significant biological reference points of
Atlantic halibut to be used in the long-
term management of the species.
Regulations under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act require publication of
this notification to provide interested

parties the opportunity to comment on
applications for proposed EFPs.

DATES: Comments on this notification
must be received at the appropriate
address or fax number (see ADDRESSES)
on or before April 11, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Patricia Kurkul, Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Northeast
Regional Office, One Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930. Mark the outside
of the envelope ‘‘Comments on EFP
Proposal.’’ Comments may also be sent
via facisimile (fax) to (978) 281–9135.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Allison Ferreira, Fishery Management
Specialist, 978–281–9103.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Maine
DMR submitted an industry cooperative
proposal on November 14, 2000, for six
EFPs to fish for and possess Atlantic
halibut in a portion of the Gulf of
Maine/Georges Bank Regulated Mesh
Area. The proposed experiment is a
continuation of an experimental fishery
conducted in 2000 to gather biological
information on Atlantic halibut to be
used in the long-term management of
this species.

The study would occur from April 1
through May 31, 2001, and take place in
the eastern Gulf of Maine in an area
defined by the following coordinates:

Area Point N. Latitude W. Longitude

HAL 1 Mainland Maine Coastline 69° 00″
HAL 2 43° 12.3″ 69° 00″
HAL 3 43° 58.3″ 67° 21.5″
HAL 4* Mainland Maine Coastline and U.S./Canada Maritime

Boundary
Mainland Maine Coastline and U.S./Canada Maritime

Boundary

*Between points HAL 3 and HAL 4, the area follows the U.S./Canada maritime boundary.

The industry collaborative experiment
involves Maine DMR, with consultation
provided by the NMFS Northeast
Fisheries Science Center (Center). The
experiment proposes to continue the
collection of data on the distribution,
relative abundance, migration, stock
definition, mortality rates, stock size,
yield, and other significant biological
reference points of Atlantic halibut in
the eastern Gulf of Maine. In addition,
the experiment would collect
information on age and growth, size and
sex composition, and rate and onset of
sexual maturity.

The gear to be used during the
experiment would consist of traditional
longline and tub trawl gear. Vessels
would be limited to a maximum number
of 700 hooks per boat, and restricted to
using circle hooks no smaller than 14/
0 in size.

The maximum number of vessels
participating in the experiment at a
given time would be six, and the
maximum number of Atlantic halibut to
be harvested would be 1,080 fish--the
amount of halibut requested for the
2000 experimental fishery. The
maximum number of fish that could be
harvested equates to 180 fish per vessel
(1,080 divided by 6). Maine DMR has
further proposed that each vessel be
given a 50-fish total allowable catch
(TAC). Once this TAC is reached, each
vessel would be restricted to landing six
fish per vessel per day, the same as for
the 2000 experiment.

Logbooks would be used to obtain
information on length of all halibut
caught, whether retained or released,
time and place of all halibut caught, tag
number (as applicable), amount of gear
used, bait type used, and identification

and measurement on any other species
caught as bycatch. For all halibut that
are retained, stomachs and gonads
would be preserved, otoliths extracted,
and the corresponding fish length
recorded. All halibut less than 36 inches
(91.44 cm) total length (TL) would be
sampled for scales, measured, tagged
and released. Only legal-sized halibut
would be retained for commercial sale.

Training in the procedures for
collecting this information would be
provided by Maine DMR and/or Center
personnel. All participants would also
be required to complete a training
program in the tagging and release of
Atlantic halibut. Maine Sea Grant will
provide this training program, with the
assistance and guidance of the Pacific
Halibut Commission. All participants in
the experimental fishery would be
required to sample retained halibut for
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